MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
ANGELA LENSCH
Angela is the Education and Disabilities Coordinator at New
Opportunities, Inc. in Carrol. She began in Head Start 16 years ago,
ventured into other areas of education, and returned to early
childhood. Angela joined NAEYC two years ago. Her experience
provides another perspective to our field and to our association.
Angela joined Iowa AEYC to help her grow in the field and has found it
an excellent place to network. She serves as chapter representative of
the West Central Chapter to Iowa AEYC and is hoping to help the
chapter and other members to grow in their professions as well.
Angela finds the printed subscriptions to Young Children and/or
Teaching Young Children as one of the benefits with the most value.
Angela attended the 2017 Fall Institute and found it filled with so many passionate people
learning and growing in their early childhood professions.
Angela has two master degrees: professional school counseling and curriculum and instruction
in effective teaching, instructional leadership. Angela serves eight counties in her work at New
Opportunities. Angela previously served as a Master Education Specialist for Pearson, and as
an adjunct professor of psychology at Des Moines Area Community College (DMACC). Angela
also developed curriculum and consulted for Franchise Capacitybuilder LLC, Cairo, Egypt. in
STEM. Angela also served as a peer reviewer for the U.S. Department of Education for Race to
the Top Educational grants. Education is her passion! And she wants to pass knowledge on to
others.

Q&A
HOW DID YOU GET STARTED IN YOUR CURRENT POSITION?
In an effort to do less traveling I accepted the Education and Disabilities Coordinator position
where I assist teachers in the educational and disability domains for Head Start classrooms and
on Early Head Start home visits. This has been one of my most rewarding steps in my career
yet.

WHAT ADVICE WOULD YOU GIVE TO SOMEONE STARTING THEIR CAREER IN EARLY
CHILDHOOD EDUCATION ?
If you want a rewarding career and want to contribute in the educational field you need to realize
the most critical time to do this is the first 2000 days of a child’s life. If you want to make a huge
and most important impact - early education is where it’s at.

WHAT ARE SOME ACCOMPLISHMENTS YOU ARE PARTICULARLY PROUD OF ?
Coming back to Head Start as this is where it all began for my education profession. What an
amazing place for children in such critical need.
My two Masters of Education degrees. I’ve committed my life to education and one should never
quit growing their own!

TELL US SOMETHING FUN ABOUT YOURSELF .
My husband and I have created a Brady Bunch of our own, only larger, with 10 children
between the two of us, four girls and six boys. I love my family! With five granddaughters now
we are working on a tribe.

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE CHILDREN ’S BOOK, AND WHY?
Goodnight Moon… My children loved me reading this to them before bed when they were small
and it will always bring me warm, fuzzy feelings every time I see or read it now.

WHAT ARE YOU READING RIGHT NOW?
Out of the Darkness: The Story of Mary Ellen Wilson – a story about the first child historically
recorded that was ever rescued out of a child abuse situation, heart wrenching to say the least.

