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Serving and acting on behalf of the early childhood profession
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The Iowa Association for the Education of Young Children (Iowa AEYC) is a nonprofit membership association of early childhood professionals working in Iowa. 





We represent nearly 1200 members throughout our state, and support efforts to improve teaching and learning, work to promote leadership and professional development in our field, support accreditation and excellence in early childhood education programs, and build public awareness through advocacy and outreach. 





Iowa AEYC’s public policy priorities emphasize the importance of professionalism and quality as we work with our early childhood partners throughout Iowa to create a comprehensive, integrated early care, health and education system that supports our Early Childhood Iowa vision: “Every Child, Beginning at Birth, Will Be Healthy and Successful”. 


 








2012 Public Policy Priorities:


Iowa AEYC promotes Quality Early Care and Education services through building a high quality early care and education system by:


Creating a continuum of developmentally appropriate standards, curricula, and instructional assessment, birth through third grade.


Building on the high-quality, research-driven programs and services that are already producing outcomes in our state, rather than changing directions during tight economic times.


Making every elementary school a ready school, and providing the supports for each and every child, birth through age 8, needed in order to achieve third grade literacy.


Attracting, educating and retaining high-quality early childhood teachers and administrators. Encouraging all K-3 teachers to hold early childhood teaching license endorsements, and offer appropriate training for administrators. Increasing financial support for the early care and education workforce in acquiring degrees. Increasing public awareness about the importance of adequate compensation for all early care and education practitioners, to most impact quality.


Supporting actions to promote collaboration of statewide preschool with community partners including community based preschools, child care and Head Start. 





Iowa AEYC promotes Child Health, Well-Being, and Development through:


Supporting additional actions needed regarding children’s oral, mental, behavioral, and nutritional health.


Supporting services for families in need including food,  health care, transportation, and child care. 


Closing the opportunity gap for children from birth to prevent the achievement gap. 


Assisting parents in making positive quality choices for their children.  Promoting community/school/family partnerships.


 Iowa AEYC promotes Child and Family Economic Success through: 


Increasing the reimbursement rates to always match the most recent market rate survey. Child care assistance reimbursements to providers must be prompt, fair and support the true costs of providing safe, quality care.  


Increasing access for families to the child care assistance program. 


Supporting increasing quality for all providers taking child care assistance to ensure low income families have access to quality.
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