Play Committee meeting
December 15, 2011
Iowa AEYC Office

Attending the meeting were Tammy Bormann, Leann Andre, Dianne Casto, Kelly Donnelly, Amy Gulling, Donna Kennebeck and Rhonda Bancroft.  

News and Updates
Head Start Parent Leadership Conference – Dianne and Tammy

Dianne and Tammy presented two 2-hour play experiences at the Head Start Parent Leadership Conference on December 3.  Over 50 parents attended one of the two experiences.

Dianne commented that participants walk away with so much from these experiences – a couple of important pieces of information the parents leave with are that they need to play with their children and they now see the value of play.  The afternoon session got a little wild in their play which prompted Tammy to add that it may be necessary to remind groups like this to stay within their own space while playing and be respectful of others.  

Dianne has added an opening activity that consists of asking the group to write or draw a scene from your play as a child.  Tammy will incorporate this into the revised outline.  
Presentation in Orlando - Leann
Leann was part of the presentation The play experience:  How to strengthen professional development, play leadership and advocacy with Walter and an 8 additional presenters at the NAEYC Annual Conference in Orlando on November 4.  The presentation was 90 minutes in length and followed the general format for a play experience but just shortened.  There were over 50 people in the session.
Research Article
Amy shared information on the research article that she is writing on combining play theory and multiple intelligences based on the work of Dr. Walter Drew and Dr. Howard Gardner. Once this article is written it might assist us in receiving grants.
Newsletter
Dianne shared the North Iowa Community Action Organization Head Start/Early Head Start Family Connections Newsletter.  The newsletter has a play focus and is distributed to Head Start parents. It would be a good addition to our play experience folders.
Resource Books
These books were available to look at during the meeting.
Big Body Play Why Boisterous, Vigorous, and Very Physical Play Is Essential to Children's Development and Learning – by Francis M. Carlson
Developmentally Appropriate Play – by Gaye Gronlund 
Powerful Interactions How to Connect with Children to Extend Their Learning – by Amy Laura Dombro, Judy Jablon, & Charlotte Stetson
The Excellence of Play- by  Janet Moyles
The Power of Play – David Elkind
Play, Development and Early Education – by James E. Johnson, James F. Christie and Francis Wardle

Fees

	Trainers 
	$200 each

	Iowa AEYC
	$150
($100 staff time and $50 for the agency)

	Total
	$550

	Mileage
	.39 per mile for the trainers 


3.5 hour experience

If a follow-up event of 3 hours is booked within the week after the first event is booked the rate for the follow-up event will be one half the price of the first event ($275).  
If the event is over 150 miles for our Play Coaches to travel hosts will be asked to consider scheduling in the afternoon (1:00 – 4:30 for example) or provide one hotel room so that they can drive over the night before the event.
Encourage groups to charge for the events and even go in with other programs to afford the cost.
Grant 
Tammy gave us information on a grant that Tom Rendon is writing for Play.
Possible $20,000
Project Coordinator
Play Coach individual coaching in classrooms 
Pilot locations – Cedar Falls, Des Moines, Mason City and Ottumwa 
Play Experiences and follow -up
1 – Initial Play Experience
          Develop a handout for participants – safety of the materials, do not replicate with children,    
          etc.
2 – Follow-up Play Experience
          Build in a 20 minute refresher in the beginning
3 – Classroom coaching/mentoring
4 - Develop multiple follow-up models
          Big body play

We might require that participants attend an Initial and Follow-up Play Experience before they can participate in additional follow-up models.

Spreading our message – who are we missing
School administrators
      
Tammy will check if they have a conference 
Staff – Public Schools

Staff development days – see if we can present
            (they schedule trainings a year in advance) 
Training of trainers for program administrators--Developmentally Appropriate Practice: Training for Teaching Staff – Presented on 11/1/11 at the NAEYC Annual Conference
Donna attended this training.  It is intended for the trainer to use at their place of work only. 
The training consists of 5 – 90 minute to 2 hour sessions and would be valuable for the Play Coaches to attend. Tammy will ask Barb about this possibility of Donna presenting the training to the Play Coaches.
Block Party, April 21, State Capital Grounds, sponsored by the Mid-Iowa Chapter of Iowa AEYC
Kelly is in charge of this event
Early Childhood programs will be invited to attend
Does the play committee want to have a table?
Certified Play Coaches – Tammy will contact Walter to find out the number of certified Play Coaches.
May 19 Play Experience Request – Tammy and Rhonda will discuss the request with Barb as it is on the same date (May 19) as the Iowa AEYC Spring Leadership Event
Requests for Play Experiences

Rhonda will start scheduling the 4 other events that have been requested with the new fees. Follow-up experiences will not be offered at this time because the training has not been formally developed.  
Assignment for the January Play Coach Meeting
Bring a book or activity you would like to see used in a follow-up workshop.
Next meeting January 13, 1:00 – 4:00 at Iowa AEYC

