Play Committee meeting
April 1, 2010
Iowa AEYC 
Attending the meeting were Jennifer Reynolds, Leann Andre, Angie Mapes, Dianne Casto, Amy Larick, Jessica Parsons, Donna Kennebeck, Barb Merrill and Rhonda Bancroft.  
Several committee members had problems accessing Google Docs.  Angie commented that QC AEYC uses PB Docs.
Recyclables

Iowa Waste Exchange – Angie commented that the regional representative makes matches with businesses so that the products do not go to the landfill.  Angie’s regional representative collects materials and delivers them to her.  We would like to connect the play coaches to the representative that serves their area.
Angie is anticipating opening her reuse play and art center in May.  She is hoping to attract local artists to rent space in the upstairs.  This will cover the rent and utilities of the building.
Angie has submitted her application for a play coach certification.

May 21 Event with Gaye Gronlund 
Invitation only –Policy makers and leaders - expecting 40-50 attendees
2:00 – 4:00 Friday at the Urbandale library

What are we collecting 
So far the committee has collected lids, pharmacy buttons. Medicine bottles and coffee holders
The request for play kit materials has been put on the website so that others can access it.

Requests for Play Events
Terri Orr – at least one of the trainers must have a Masters because of the level of credit attendees are given.  All of the sessions are presented three times so that all attendees can go to them.  It does not look like a play experience would fit their format.

Iowa Family Child Care conference – the event went very well.  All of the evaluations were positive they all said that they would recommend the training to others.  One of the participants suggested that we schedule a play event through CCR&R.   They felt that this would make the event less expensive.

Rhonda has contacted both Deborah Wineinger and Becky Morton.  Dianne requested additional information concerning the event Becky Morton is hosting.  Rhonda will contact Becky and relay the information to Dianne, Donna and Leann who are the play coaches for that event.

Elena will be back next week for a repeat of the training that she presented in February.  The training will be held at the Botanical Center on April 7 from 1:00 – 2:30 with one hour of questions and answers.  Forward this information to the Governing and the Des Moines Chapter Board.

Suggestions for future events
Open with the history of how the play events came about
Make it personal
Switch the format so that participants are not cleaning up materials and then just walking out.  Maybe change to – clean up, wrap up conversation – watch the slides of their experience.  
Have play kits available to sell along with information on how to connect to the Iowa Waste Exchange.
Have play kits as door prizes
Play and DMPS
The committee watched video clips from DMPS First Reading First classes.  A rubric on play was also shared.  Thank you Amy and Jessica
ISAE/RRA 13th Annual Play Coaches’ Leadership Training & Networking Retreat
The event will be held on June 23-26 in St Louis.  The cost to attend is $625 which includes lodging and meals. Bev Bos will be one of the speakers and she is presenting a community concert on Saturday night.  Jennifer commented that even though the event starts on Wednesday morning can come later if needed. Go to http://sltrc.com/RRAcurrent09.html for additional information.
Jennifer commented that a current focus of both Walter and Marcia Nell (Director of Professional Development for the Institute of Self Active Education) is aging and intergenerational play.
Head Start funds
Tom has $1,000 to spend by September – The funds have the stipulation that they can’t be on professional development.
Donna passed around a DVD from Child Care Exchange which contains many play articles.  www.childcareexchange.com 

Suggested additional committee members
Marie McCohnell-Smith from Evelyn Davis, Michelle Greenum, Stacy Walter

The next committee meeting May 6 at the Iowa AEYC office, the meeting will start at 1:00.
