Play Committee meeting
December 2, 2010
Iowa AEYC Office

Attending the meeting were Tammy Bormann, Leann Andre, Kelly Donnelly, Pam Elwood, Angie Mapes, Barb Merrill and Rhonda Bancroft.  Angie joined us via Google call and had a much better connection.
What do we know about play within the current systems?

· Iowa’s Early Learning Standards – Tammy - we have a sheet Play According to the Iowa Early Learning Standards that we include in each of the participant packets – the standards are very play-based and a benefit to supporting play in the classroom

· NAEYC Accreditation and Play – Leann broke down the standards, listing criteria that involved play – she noted that according to NAEYC 58.9% of an 8-hour day babies should be involved in play

· Professional Levels and Competencies for Teaching Roles – Barb created a chart of the Teacher Essential Competencies related to play
The competencies are for those that are working with children birth to kindergarten age in any kind of a setting.  They focus a lot on self reflection, documentation and developmentally appropriate practice.  They were approved by the Department of Education last summer with an email announcement going out last week.  

Additional comments – People get nervous when using the word play.  Intentionality should be there in the environment, the materials and it should be facilitated.  It is important that birth to 5 play is development based.  The more images of facilitated, scaffolded, intentional, child initiated play that we have the better.  Play should be child initiated with adults on the fringes but still engaged with the children.  
Recess It’s Indispensible - Barb
Barb shared the article Recess It’s Indispensible. You can read the article on NAEYC’s website at http://www.naeyc.org/play/teachers.  It was suggested that we might want to add this to play event participants packets.

The Benefits of Play – Tammy
The American Academy of Pediatrics website has a good article on play.  To see the entire article go to their website at http://aappolicy.aappublications.org/cgi/content/full/pediatrics;119/1/182
Play is emotional. 
Some of the play events have brought out deep emotions in the participants.  Maybe we should give participants a warning that the experience will involve self reflection and they can choose to participate or not.  The committee discussed the idea that we might we have a counselor come and speak to us on how to handle the situation when a participant becomes overly emotional.  

Dr. Walter Drew joined the meeting via conference call
Comments – He was impressed as to how we work together as an advocacy group.  According to participants who attended the California and Maryland Play Experiences the greatest barrier to play is parents, (41% of responses in CA and 45% in MA).  Walter will send us information on Let My Children Play, which is a parent education program from NAEYC. 
Affiliates: Building Play Leadership & Advocacy
This article is to be submitted by Walter for inclusion in the affiliate column of Young Children.  The committee reviewed the article and with Angie’s permission will ask Walter to add Angie’s name on page 4 and the Play Coach who has developed a reusable resource center.

Interest Forums-NAEYC 
During the NAEYC conference the Interest Forums hold their annual meetings.  Anyone is welcome to attend and they are very informative.

NAEYC Presentation – Tammy
Tammy was part of a panel (with Walter) that presented at the NAEYC conference in Anaheim.  The presentation was titled “The wellspring of creativity and social-resilience: Establishing state and local interest forums on play”. The group was an excellent source of information and Tammy will keep in touch with the rest of the presenters.
Online Play Course
Pam will talk to Kay Schieffer about developing an online course.  The Florida Play Committee has developed an online play course – we need to check on this.
Grants
Money is tight right now so grants are hard to find.  Check the American Pediatrics website to see if they have funding.  So far our budget is pretty even at $800 (receipts and expenses).  
DNR – Solid Waste Alternative Program Grants
The Solid Waste Alternatives Program (SWAP) works to reduce the amount of solid waste generated and landfilled in Iowa. Through a competitive process, financial assistance is available for a variety of projects, including source reduction, recycling and education. Angie is in the process of writing a grant for her Reusable Usables Creative Arts Center. Barb will write her a letter of support.  Angie will forward us information on a $2,500 education grant that covers workshops and is ongoing.
Midwest Reusable Resource Association- Angie 
This association is currently being formed.  Angie will talk to Brian Kingry, Iowa AEYC Midwest AEYC Representative to see the possibility of a Midwest Play Retreat for 2012.
What do we see as going beyond the play events?
Should the Play Events be a part of a series?

How do we get the word about play to others?

Present to Principals – School Administrators of Iowa conference, August 3, 2011
Parent Educator Conference, February in Ames – should we present
Preconference – Iowa AEYC Conference
Play Institute –one day event with speakers 


Who should we invite to be a part of our committee?

Lou Ann Gvist – Research Project Director – Iowa School Board Association
Parents As Teachers – Barb will contact Janet Garten, she leads a parent support group and would know who from PAT to contact
We need more play coaches in areas other than Des Moines.  Connie Schulte, Cedar Rapids Rep on the Governing Board would be a good addition to our group.

Play Coach Resources
Play Coach application packet and information on our website
Listserve or section on the website for Play Coaches only

For Participants
We might to create a sheet for participants that can be given to them at the end of the play events that is kind of a do’s and don’ts sheet that will help explain that they should not replicate the play events with children.

Meetings
Meet 2-3 times a year as a group – play coaches first then after lunch the entire committee will join us
Smaller groups meet as needed
Visit to Angie
January 6 with a snow date of February 3 – we anticipate leaving around 8:30 am, touring Angie’s child care center and the Resuables Usables store, having lunch and then heading out.
