July 9, 2009 Play Coach meeting

Jennifer and Angie shared their experience at the Play Retreat
15 participants – the small group made the experience more intense and gave it a deeper meaning
First night the play discussion which took a spiritual tone with the lighting of candles to release your inner child.  Each day started with morning meeting prior to breakfast.
They experienced many areas of play through art, music (drum making) and dance.
Research was provided by Walter – Jennifer shared copies with us – Rhonda will make copies for Pam and Dianne.
The Play Coaches will need to present the play experience many times to develop their own style in presenting it and to learn more about play.
The group indentified the next step is for all of them to become certified play coaches. This credential defines profession and validates a large amount of our work.
Iowa AEYC currently does not have a budget for Play Coaches or a Play Committee.
Also Iowa AEYC will need to apply to join the play policy and practice interest group through NAEYC.   The Play, Policy and Practice Interest Group will guide the Play Coaches as they pursue their credential.

A proposal to form a Play Committee was written and Tammy Bormann will email the draft to the Play Coaches.  They will send in their comments and the final draft will be sent to Barb on Friday, July 17 so that it can be included in the Iowa AEYC Governing Board Reports for the July 24 board meeting.

The next meeting is scheduled for September 10 at 9:30 and will be held both at the Iowa AEYC office and via conference call.

Items for discussion at this meeting are:

Budget
     Determine the cost to of play presentations to programs/groups.
What should a Play presentation consist of?
How much space is needed per each person in a session? 
Interest Forum Application
