Play Committee meeting
May 6, 2010
Iowa AEYC 
Attending the meeting were Tammy Bormann, Leann Andre, Dianne Casto, Donna Kennebeck, Marie McConnell-Smith, Angie Mapes, Barb Merrill and Rhonda Bancroft.  
Reusable Useables Creative Art Center – Angie has been very busy collecting materials getting her recyclable center ready to open in late June or early July.    The committee would like to visit her center during as one of our meetings.  This could also be a retreat or maybe Walter would hold one of his retreats in LeClaire.

Cancellation Policy – Do we need a cancellation policy?  The background for this discussion is:  In April Tammy and Jennifer were to present at the R & R Directors Conference in Ames.  Due to low attendance the conference was cancelled.  The contact person called Rhonda the day of the event with the news that the event was cancelled.  Possible expenses incurred in connection with events are, play coach preparation time, time taken off of work (PTO), handout preparation and copying, and event coordination. With receiving such a late notice that the Directors Conference had been cancelled the play coaches could have already been on the way to the event.  

It was decided that hosts would pay a $100 up front nonrefundable deposit.  This deposit would be part of the play event fees if the event was held as scheduled.  If the event was cancelled more than 7 days prior to the event the only cost to the host would be the $100 deposit.  If the event was cancelled less than 7 days from the date of the event in addition to the $100 deposit the host would pay a cancellation fee equal to 50% of the total fee that was due.  If the event is rescheduled the host would have to pay an additional $100 up front nonrefundable deposit toward the new date.  This policy will be in effect for all new contacts for events.  Rhonda will add this policy to the fee chart.
Head Start Funds – Tom has money in his budget that he is willing to give to the play committee ($1,000), the money can’t be used on professional development but can support resources. The money has to be spent by September.  The committee started a list of items, LCD projector, camera, computer speakers, memory card, Skype, Go to Meeting for a start.  Tom was unable to attend today’s meeting Tammy will contact him to see if he will be at the June meeting.
Play Coach Credential– Tammy walked the committee through the application.  Coaches were encouraged to fill out their applications and request their letter of intent now and then complete the remaining requirements for the credential.  The level one credential is a reflective and individual process.  Play coaches can write recommendation letters for other play coaches as long as they have presented a play event with them.  Jennifer and Angie have sent in their applications. Donna is working on hers.  The cost for the credential has been waived however as Iowa AEYC seeks funding we will send him some compensation.  A goal is that 1 or 2 committee members send in their applications by the June committee meeting.
Iowa Waste Exchange/Recyclables – Tammy has been in contact with Shelene the Area 2 representative concerning items for play kits and a presentation at our fall conference. Angie has created a list of materials that can be accessed at various businesses (which she will kindly share with us). She commented that many of the businesses do not want their name out there as having items that can be recycled.  It would create too many phone calls that they do not want.  If you meet with a business regardless of whether they have recyclable items or not it is important to send them a follow up thank you letter.  

Project Based Learning – Ask high school students to help collect recyclable items.  Many high schools now require a community service project before graduation this could serve as their project.

Dosomething.com – this might be a resource for funding and publicity.  
Play Events – Angie presented at the Quad Cities Ready to Learn Conference on April 17.    The first session had over 50 participants and the second had over 35 participants.  The sessions focused on solo play only since the time was only one hour each (Angie had been contacted prior to the formation of the Play Committee and formal outline to do these sessions). Many participants commented that it was the best session they had all day.  Angie commented that having participants help with the clean-up and then watch the slide show made a powerful impact.

Go to meeting and Skype are possible options for future meetings.

NAEYC Annual Conference – Tammy will be presenting as part of a panel with Walter.  Jennifer will be co-presenting with Walter in another session.
Play Retreat – Jennifer and Angie going to FL retreat – July 23-27
Jennifer and maybe Dianne going to June 23-17 retreat in St Louis

Requests for Play Events
Terri Orr – The November conference would not work for a Play Experience however she does want to schedule an event for later this year or 2011.  This would be in the Decorah area.
Alicia Trout would also like to host an event for the Decorah area.  Rhonda will work with them to see if they could co-host an event.

Deborah Wineinger – The Director’s conference in Ames was cancelled in April.  The event will be rescheduled.  Jennifer and Tammy will be the Play Coaches.

Jerri Baumeister and Leslie Stonehocker will be hosting a joint event in Boone on September 11.  Jennifer and Angie will be the Play Coaches.

Becky Morton with the Northwest chapter of Iowa AEYC will be hosting an event on June 19 in Spencer.  Dianne and Leann will be the Play Coaches.

Val Cameron will be hosting a play event also on June 19 in Winterset.  Jennifer and Donna will be the Play Coaches.

Dianna Marquardt is hosting a 3.5 hour event on May 19 and then a 2.5 hour follow-up on June 2 for her staff in Pleasant Hill.  Jennifer and Tammy will be the Play Coaches.

Marie will contact Kelly Donnelly about joining the committee.

Next Steps
Play Coach application submission – Donna
Seek Play Coach recommendation letter – Tammy
Contact Iowa Health Systems Green Committee – Donna
List of materials that can be accessed at various businesses – Angie will email to us
Research Skype – Angie
Biographies – Committee
Updated Committee List and history of the play committee – Rhonda
Cancellation Policy – Rhonda
Reusable Useables Creative Art Center – when should we visit
Head Start money – Tammy will check with Tom 

The next committee meeting June 3 at the Iowa AEYC office, the meeting will start at 1:00.
