October 15, 2009 Play Coach meeting

Iowa AEYC Office

Attending the meeting were Jennifer Reynolds, Leann Andre, Donna Kennebeck, Angie Mapes, Barb Merrill and Rhonda Bancroft.  

We have 10 copies of the DVD of the spring Play Symposium.   One will be given to each Play Coach.  
Additional copies can be reproduced for a cost of $5 each, $10 for a better CD case or $12 if we want them in multiple copies. It was suggested that we increase the $12 cost to build in a higher profit for Kim and Mark and Iowa AEYC.

The next step will be to write a play proposal for the Governing Board which includes a vision, strategies, action steps, timelines and resources.  We will also need to do some research on where we can apply for a grant to fund Play.  Angie already has developed a spread sheet on funders that she will share with us.
SWOT
Play is “in”
Authentic Assessment 
    NIEER performance based assessment
    inappropriate assessment
DAP
    Other standards: Head Start standards, etc.
School Readiness
Cultural Diversity
Academic – push down
    Play is academic
Approved Training
Iowa Early Learning Standards
Funding Cuts
NAEYC Accreditation
    competencies 
    standard 3 supports play

Reflections from Donna and Leann on the Play Networking session at the conference-
There were 17 participants.  Of those over half had not attended the spring Play Symposium.  One participant commented that she blocks off an entire day each week for play.  The parents are having a hard time understanding why there are no papers coming home that day.  She has been documenting in other ways such as pictures.  None of the participants used the play materials.  The DVD from the spring Play Symposium was very soft and hard to hear.  Several participants asked when we were going to hold another play symposium.
Jennifer stated that as adults we tend to think that play is goofing off and not working. 
The Saturday Play Experience had 21 people.  Pam had a power point that led the session.  The participants were receptive and the session went very well. 
The group discussed possible formats for Play sessions.  Different components could be used like paint and sessions could vary length from 2-6 hours.   Walter does like the participants to guide their own learning.  Angie has incorporated a play experience into her program each day with 3-5 year olds.  Items are rotated and most of the children prefer the solo play.  Jennifer has one classroom in her program that has successful daily play experiences.  The DAP video has clips of teachers and children in successful play experiences.

We need to collect information from event participants to see if this is the first time they have attended a Play session, how they are using play, and where they find reusable materials.
Angie shared with the group about her visit with Walter.  She was able to visit the Resuable Resources Adventure Center in Melbourne, Florida.  The center is located in a trailer in the back of an elementary school.  Angie shared with Walter what she was doing around play and that she is in the planning stages of forming a reusable resource center in LeClaire.  Walter would like Play to expand through all of the AEYC affiliates in the country. 

<Jennifer has found a new resource.  On the Community Playthings website click on resources, read educational resources online, May 09 Power of Play, Wisdom of Play.  The link is also listed below. http://www.communityplaythings.com/resources/articles/valueofplay/index.html  You can read a copy online or order a copy for free.
Walter has changed the focus of the article that he is writing for Young Children.  It will focus on the strategies for closing the gap in play research and what is happening in professional practices.  Barb requested that the Play Coaches send her a couple sentences about what they have been doing around play so that she can share these with Walter for inclusion in the article.
The Technical Assistance plan that NAEYC gives to the affiliates will still include the Play Symposium as an option but now the affiliate must have matching funds of $2500.  This is the amount that NAEYC had to supply above our TA points to cover expenses for our spring event.
Play Coach Credential – Jennifer has sent in her application and Angie is almost ready to send in hers.  In looking over the Play Coach Credential form – in addition to the self study this does involve collaboration, the Play Coach meetings could count for this.
NAEYC Conference – there is a session on how to form an Interest Forum, we need to make sure that we have someone attend this session.  

A formal Interest Forum would need to be made up of 25 Iowa AEYC members.  Rhonda will ask NAEYC for a list of members from Iowa that are participants in the NAEYC Play, Policy and Practice interest forum.  We will also contact the participants from the Play Event and the Play Networking session and see if they are interested in joining the interest forum.  Since you have to be a member to join this would also be a membership benefit.

Vision
The early childhood education professional in Iowa will provide strong play advocacy and developmentally appropriate play experiences for young children.

Strategies
1.  Develop affiliate leadership grounded in fundamentals of play – Board, Committee
2.  Strengthen our commitment to conservation and ethical usage of materials.
3.  Develop and provide enriched resources for members on play research.
Action Steps  

1.  Add Play to Iowa AEYC marketing materials by 12/09
2.  Promote Play information sessions at Chapter meetings by 2/10
3.  Play Coach certification,  2 by 7/10 and 8+ by 6/11
4.  Form Play Interest Forum by 2/10
5.  Order NAEYC DVD’s by 11/09
6.  Play resources for the Iowa AEYC website by 12/09 and ongoing
7.  Position papers/talking points by 7/10

How play supports accreditation
8.  Schedule – play experience workshops across the state by 6/10
9.  Train the teachers workshops developed by 9/10
10.  Write final report to NAEYC for the spring  2009 Play Symposium by 11/09
11.  Article for Young Children with Walter by 12/09
Resources
Grants for:

1. Play Coach Certification training- $3500 for 10 coaches
2.  Play Coaches’ time and travel - $20,000 for 20 sessions
3.  Resource Centers Established – unsure of cost
4.  Iowa AEYC staff support - $15,000 for 10 hours a week for a year
5.  Workshop facilitation, handouts, refreshments $1,000 for 20 + sessions
6.  Send 2+ people to Play Retreat in St. Louis  June 2010- $2000
7.  Culmination event/play featured speaker for fall 2010 conference - $3,000
The next meeting of the Play Committee will be on November 5 at 8:00 am at the Iowa AEYC or via conference call.
