Play Committee meeting
February 4, 2010
Iowa AEYC Office

Attending the meeting were Tammy Bormann, Jennifer Reynolds, Leann Andre, Diane Moore, 
Donna Kennebeck, Tom Rendon, Amy Larick, Barb Merrill and Rhonda Bancroft. 
Iowa Waste Exchange Conference
Tammy attended the Iowa Waste Exchange Conference on February 3. Between 30 and 40 people attended the event. The organization works to find homes for items that can be turned into something new or reused. Tammy passed out a map of their contacts and services areas. They may want to exhibit at our annual conference.
Recycled items
Grant Wood AEA – may have a store for teachers
How do we start others collecting items that can be recycled?
     Suggest that parents start saving items
     Create signs and collection bags for parents to take to work
Jennifer has proposed to SCI to designate space for a resource center for families

Play Kits
Currently Iowa AEYC has 20 kits
The Iowa Waste Exchange and Grant Wood AEA may be sources for materials to make additional kits 
Do we want to have some kits for check out?
     Kits for check out would need 

age limit

statement about cleaning items

disclaimer
Action Step
Procedure to complete kits – storage space – contents – who can use them
Southwest Chapter of Iowa AEYC Play Experience – (8:30 – 12:00) January 23
Jennifer Reynolds gave us an overview of the event.   Elaine Mayberry the SW Chapter President had attended our spring 2009 Play Symposium and was able to assist Jennifer with the event.  The event was well received with 55 people attending.  The chapter is interested in repeating the experience in the fall for those who were unable to attend.  Jennifer will send us the training outcomes that she used
Play Experience Participants
Data needs to be collected from the participants.  Name, contact information (including email address), and professional roles will be needed if Iowa AEYC issues the certificate.  Marcia L. Nell, Ph.D., Director of Professional Development, Institute for Self Active Education, mnell@isaeplay.org wants the email addresses of all participants sent to her so that she can follow-up with them.  We may also follow-up with a survey.
Standards
Jennifer passed out a sheet which linked the NAEYC Teaching standard to Play.  The Play Coach Outline contains a sheet on Play According to the Iowa Early Learning Standards.  The committee suggested that we might have a sheet showing the link to the QPPS also.
Links on the Iowa AEYC Website
Below is a list of the current information that is on the Play section of the Iowa AEYC website.
DAP and Play – online learning program from NAEYC
Play Committee Meeting Minutes
Youtube link to the Heart, Hands and Mind Documentary
Institute for Self Active Education – website link
Interested in hosting a Play Experience email info@iowaaeyc.org
Networking

Empowerment 
The agenda for the upcoming meeting has been set. The next meeting is in June and will have about 60 people in attendance.  The committee will ask for a 4 hour block of time on the agenda to allow for a play experience and presentation.  The spring issue of the Empowerment Newsletter will feature an article about play.  The newsletter is distributed in April.

AEA leadership group- The theme they are considering for 2010-2011 is assessment.
Iowa AEYC Annual conference – October 14-16, 2010
Theme Early Childhood: Our Profession, Our Passion, Our Play –Start thinking about presentations around Play.
Head Start State based TA System meeting
The next meeting will be held on February 12. Tom will ask if a Play Experience can be added to the agenda of a future meeting.
Play Experiences Outlines
Outlines were handed out.  A few minor revisions will be made to the outlines and then they will be sent to the committee.  
Follow-up – what comes next after a Play Experience
Introduce different types of Play Experiences such as art, book lunch and learn (staff take turns presenting on books – they can present in any way they choose– charades, etc.), music, infant/toddler focus (Beth Walling would be able to supply talking points).  How do we get people from the play experience to implementation? How do we keep participants connected (blog)?  Give people tools for what they are already doing. Think of the communities of practice as a web.  Where can participants find materials?  Create an information sheet with next steps. 
LinkedIn and Skype are two ways that Play Participants could stay connected
LinkedIn is a business-oriented social networking site. It is mainly used for professional networking. Skype allows you to make long distance calls via the internet for reasonable rates.
http://www.skype.com/
Grants 
The Polk County Board of Supervisors has a Community Betterment Grant.  The deadline for applications is February 26.  Applications will be reviewed from March 3 – April 30 with decisions being made in May and funds being disbursed the following week. This is a one year grant. Barb will submit for us.
Early Reading First grant and Dr. Elena Bodrova
Amy stated that through the Early Reading First grant Dr. Elena Bodrova will be coming one more year to meet with them currently she comes every other month.  We might consider her as a keynote or featured speaker for our 2010 annual conference. If she was already coming to meet with them, then the travel costs would be taken care of, this would make her more affordable.  Currently Des Moines Public Schools is looking to create their own assessment tools and Elena will work with them to determine how play fits in.  Elena will be in Des Moines on April 2 and April 8.  We may want to have a couple of committee members meet with her then. 

Executive Functions and School Readiness
Elena will be in Des Moines on February 23 to present Executive Functions and School Readiness.  The Play Committee and Play Coaches will have an opportunity to attend the 2:00 - 4:00 session.  Aimee Weldon Pitlick from the Iowa AEYC Governing Board was also extended an invitation to attend.
Check out this link for more about Elena and Play 
The Evolution of Play 
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=19267988
On the Alaska Parent and Resource Center website www.akpirc.org you can view a short video about play.

Next Steps
Iowa AEYC Spring Leadership Institute with Gaye Gronlund – do we want Gaye to come in a day early (May 21) so that she can facilitate a conversation about DAP and play?

Play kits 
We currently have 20 Play Kits, additional materials need to be collected.
 Contact the Iowa Waste Exchange and Grant Wood AEA - Tammy
FAQ sheet – add fees –follow-up (what happens next) - Leann
NAEYC DVD on play – Leann will review and then give to Jennifer

Play Coach – Play Experience Outline – revise outline - Tammy
Polk County Board of Supervisors Grant - Barb 

Participant Data Collection Sheet - Name, contact information (including email address), and professional roles (items needed for the Training Registry) – also include picture waiver and survey Rhonda 

Recycle flier/sign - Create signs and collection bags for items to be recycled - Jennifer

Communities of Practice Diagram - Tom
A future committee meeting may be held at Casady to allow us to see the classrooms in action – Amy will check into.
Our next meeting will be held on March 4 from 1-4 at the Iowa AEYC office.
