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NAEYC Accreditation….worth a second look
We all are in this field because we believe in providing the best for young children.   Developmentally appropriate practices.  Quality services.  Respectful, responsive care.   Evidence-based, research-driven programming.   To assist with knowing what this kind of care “looks like”, for over 20 years the National Association for the Education of Young Children has sponsored a program accreditation system.  NAEYC Accreditation represents one of the highest standards of quality that can be achieved by a preschool or child care program.  Because of this, is not easily or readily achieved.   

The Iowa Association for the Education of Young Children was pleased in 2007 to implement a facilitation project to support center and preschool program administrators as they move through the preparations for the accreditation process, or re-accreditation.   Thanks to a grant through the Iowa Department of Management, Office of Empowerment, state-wide professional development funding supported the start-up of this project.   Eight groups met successfully around the state, in Ankeny, Cedar Falls, Cedar Rapids, Des Moines, Dubuque, Fort Dodge, Oskaloosa, and the Quad Cities.   To date, thirty-seven meetings have been offered with 81 child care and preschool program administrators and other community partners participating.  Groups were provided with materials and funding for the facilitator, host, and the Iowa AEYC Chapter who served to sponsor the group.  Regularly scheduled conference calls and email communications provided support to the facilitators and allowed groups to learn from the experiences of others.

Iowa AEYC plans expanded support of NAEYC Accreditation in 2007-08:
· We are looking for groups to meet in additional communities.  All you need is 4-6 program administrators interested in learning more about the accreditation process as they are considering it for their programs.   Funding and supports are available. Check our website for more info, www.iowaaeyc.org or call Rhonda Bancroft, Membership Services Specialist, at (515) 331-8000 ext. 12 or email Rhonda@iowaaeyc.org.
· Get involved in a group that is already formed.  Call Rhonda for the contact persons from your area.
· Join a discussion group at the Iowa AEYC conference October 12-13 in Des Moines with those who participated in the group meetings.  Another workshop on this project will be offered at the Early Childhood Iowa Congress on November 13-14 in Ames.  Again, we learn best when we learn from the experiences of others!
· Watch for a state-wide training event early in 2008 for facilitation group leaders and hosts, and anyone wanting to learn more about supporting those who are moving towards NAEYC accreditation.
· Join our Accreditation Advisory Committee!  Iowa AEYC sponsors this group that will meet 2-3 times a year to discuss state-wide initiatives that promote accreditation in programs.  Call Barb Merrill, Executive Director, for more information, (515) 331-8000 ext. 11 or bmerrill@iowaaeyc.org.
· We are assembling resource/information kits for your use to help promote accreditation in your communities.  If you think these would be helpful, share with us: Who would be the intended audience?  What materials would be most useful?
· We will increase our public awareness efforts about the connections between NAEYC accreditation and some of the state-wide initiatives in Iowa such as the new preschool program, the Quality Preschool Program Standards, the Quality Rating System, and other efforts that require or reward programs that achieve accreditation.  Help us know what would be useful in your community.
· Learn more about it!   Visit the NAEYC website at www.naeyc.org/accreditation
· Provide us feedback! If you’ve considered accreditation for your program, you are the expert!  What are your barriers?  What supports do you need?   
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