Play Committee meeting
February 4, 2010
Iowa AEYC Office

Attending the meeting were Tammy Bormann, Jennifer Reynolds, Leann Andre, 
Donna Kennebeck, Pam Elwood, Dianne Casto, Barb Merrill and Rhonda Bancroft.  Jessica Parsons attended for Amy Larick.

Thoughts on Executive Functions and School Readiness presentation 
given by Dr. Elena Bodrova
The handout from the presentation was passed around
The committee was excited to be given the opportunity to attend this presentation 
The information from Walter and Elena compliments each other and broadens our understanding of what good DAP learning should look like
Jessica talked about SEL and Mature Play briefly and who is implementing these in the district (grant classrooms and lunch and learn attendees)
Tools of the mind and project approach Vygotski  supports both of these.  Distinguished use of unrealistic props (hands, heart, mind) and importance of these to have children use imagination in play.  

Jennifer would be interested in having play committee meeting reviewing assessment tools, SEL activities and mature play.

-Coaching videos from classrooms to share with IA AEYC at meeting to see SEL and mature play in action from DMPS?
If Elena is going to already be in Iowa during the Iowa AEYC annual fall conference we would love to have her as a featured speaker


Play Experience Fees
The committee discussed the true cost of an event, are we charging enough?  The current fee schedule is based on 2 trainers per event for up to 50 participants.  The $50 that Iowa AEYC receives for non-chapter events helps to pay the trainers for chapter events. We don’t want Iowa AEYC to suffer.  We do want to get the message about play out.  Conversation about the fees will be ongoing and we will revisit it in the summer.  Any changes would take effect January 2011.
Outlines
The committee expressed concern that a 1-2 hour workshop would take away from the impact of the actual play experience.  A 1-2 hour workshop is fine as a follow up. 

Play requests
It was decided that we take on one more that one play experience a month.  Some of the committee expressed concern that given the size of our committee one a month was too many.  It is important to keep the uniqueness of the experiences.  We need to be responsive to the field and our needs.  We need to create a grass route movement for our field.  Possible options – only have play experiences at our annual conference, host another all day event similar to the one held last May.  We will honor the requests that we have received so far.  Do we need to set a minimum number of attendees so that it will be worth the play coach travel and prep time?

Reponses to requests
Jennifer will respond to Jerri Baumeister and Leslie Stonehocker
Rhonda will respond to Deborah Wineinger and Becky Morton
Barb will respond to Terri Orr

Iowa AEYC Annual Conference – October 15-16 - Play Workshops 
Pam – Play and assessment – with a principle as her co-presenter - one hour session on Friday afternoon 
Jennifer – Play Experience – 6 hour on Saturday
Additional sessions -  One hour follow-up for participants who have attended a previous play experience – Saturday and a three hour play experience on Friday morning 


Pam shared thoughts on workshops she has done in the past and what works well
Groups of no more than 30 would be good size establishing an ongoing relationship with participants to measure the impact and effect of the training
$50 an hour is the cost for non-experts- besides the presentation time there is 6 hours of preparation and coordination time and the cost of handouts

-Encourage programs to combine funds 
Additions to the Play Committee

Roxanne from UNI or Beth Walling would good resources for infant and toddler play.
Play Coach Certification

Walter is flexible on the requirements. Could we do a group play coach certification?  Barb will check on this.  
How are we currently embedding play in our daily work?  How are committee member work places benefiting from our knowledge?  We should be documenting this and measuring the impact.  Could we use this data for funding purposes?  Where do we have the chance to make the biggest impact?

Goggle Documents

Goggle Documents could be a possible way for us to keep a group journal.  We could post documents and then edit them online.  Can we use this like Go to meeting?
Facebook
Jennifer has created a play page.  If you are on Facebook make sure that you become a fan of the play page.
Reusable Resources

Jennifer passed out a poster requesting recyclable materials. 

Pam suggested as part of the play experience information we ask that people come to the event with their own collection.  They can then leave it or take it back home with them.
The committee will start collecting items and bring them to future committee meetings.
Grant Writing

Barb has submitted grant proposal (Polk County Betterment Grant) for $5,000
The funds from the grant would support Polk County efforts and would include one play experience in Polk County, one certified Play Coach in Polk County, support of resources, materials, staff support for play coaches.  We will hear if we received it or not in May.

Prairie Meadows also has a larger grant that Barb will be applying for.

Tammy will check on possible grant opportunities with the Iowa Waste Exchange.
Green organizations are another possible source of funds.

Concerns
Nebraska AEYC has cancelled their state conference and have decided they will not be holding a conference in the future.  Budget cuts and attendance at our annual conference
Iowa AEYC Spring Leadership Institute – “Leadership in Times of Change: Helping Others Implement Best Practices in Early Childhood Care and Education” 
Trainer Gaye Gronlund – May 22.  Gaye will also present on the afternoon of May 21. This will be an invitation only event and will be held at the Urbandale Library.  We are thinking it will last 90 minute or 2 hours. Specific information on the May 21 event has not been determined.
Congress 2011

Present a Play Experience (3.5 hours) at Congress in 2011.
Resources

Tammy has started a list of resources – video clips – she will the committee the list. 

Presentations
Barb will be presenting with Walter at PDI
Jennifer will be presenting with Walter at NAEYC in Nov

Technology

We discussed the procedure of taking the pictures and creating the slide show during the play events. The easiest way to do this is to remove the memory card from the camera and place it in the card reader of the laptop.  Iowa AEYC has a laptop, camera and LCD projector if anyone needs to use it. The committee would like to review this procedure at the next meeting.
Next Steps

Pam will send the committee links for the Rameda Center being established in Kansas City.  Dianne and Barb will be in Kansas City for an upcoming training and may schedule a visit.  
Tammy will meet with representative from the Iowa Waste Exchange to see how they can help us.

Tammy email committee the video clip list she has created
Tammy check on Google documents
Barb look at play coach application and May 21 date with Gaye
Leann will update the FAQ
Jessica will mail us rubric on play with DMPS is using.
Jennifer will respond to Jerri Baumeister and Leslie Stonehocker
Rhonda will respond to Deborah Wineinger and Becky Morton
Barb will respond to Terri Orr

Amy - Potential of sharing coaching DVD’s in place of actually visiting Casady classrooms?

Amy- Committee would like a color copy and electronic copy of Early Literacy Rubric

Jennifer and Pam review procedures transferring pictures into a slide show
Next meeting date – April 1
