September 10, 2009 Play Coach meeting

Iowa AEYC Office

Attending the meeting were Jennifer Reynolds, Tammy Bormann, Leann Andre, Donna Kennebeck and Rhonda Bancroft.  
The Institute of Self Active Education web site is not up and running.  

Updates –
Jennifer passed out play reflection sheets that she gave to the parents of the children in her program.  She also facilitated a play experience with her staff.  Jennifer stated that the music selection is huge.  Walter’s 2003 article that was published in Young Children lists specifics on what a play experience should look like.  The title of the article is Learning to Play Again and was included in the packet that was handed out to participants at our Spring events.  Play Coaches need to follow Walter’s format in order for the Play Experiences to be successful.
Angie is going to Florida to visit with family and while there will tour the recycle store in Melbourne.

The cost of the credential is $350.

Walter has given Jennifer the task of coming up with a curriculum plan that will align with level 1 of the outline for the credential.  The purpose of the credential is to have a body of work this might involve being a trainer for the Heart, Hand and Mind events, starting a recycling store or being a state advocate for play.

Jennifer discussed assessment tools and passed one out that she had received at a QPPS Verifiers training.  Jennifer also purchased a CD on Play that has research data about play.

DVD from the spring events – it was suggested that we may want to add play articles and research documents to the DVD.
Play experiences at the Iowa AEYC Conference:
Friday, 9:45-10:45 – Play Symposium Networking Event – Donna and Leann

Use the article is Learning to Play Again as a guide.  Have flip charts to gather data.  Ask participants the questions that are in the article.  Show the DVD from our spring events.   

Saturday, 8:00 – 11:00 – Play Event – Pam and Angie, Donna will assist
Bring a camera to take pictures of participants and then create a slide show for participants to view during the session.  
Use the article is Learning to Play Again as a guide.  The session will be limited to 25 participants.  Jennifer will supply the music.  The room will be setup with 3 tables and chairs with additional chairs around the edge of the room.  Chart paper will be available for recording reflections and reflection sheets will in participant packets.  Leann will look and see if she has material for adult size mats.  Donna and Leann will come to the Iowa AEYC office and assemble packets for the training on September 24.
Jennifer will request additional Play brochures and articles from Walter that can be used in the packets.

Survey questions for conference attendees: 
Are you interested in being a Play Coach?
Do you know of a source for recyclable materials that you wish to share with us?
In Angie’s area of the state the AEA is putting together play kits.  Maybe empowerment areas would like to sponsor a Play Coach.

Walter communicated to Jennifer that he would like to see Iowa have a Play Retreat.  This could happen with our 2010 fall conference.  Each Play Coach could contribute with this being the finishing work for them to attain their Play Credential. Jennifer will email the committee the information on the Play Credential again.  Jennifer clarified that the three levels of the play credential are not attained in a year but each level is achieved over time.  The committee stated that it would be good to have a timeline from Walter of what is expected of the Play Coaches in the first year.  We also need to know if there are additional costs to bring Walter back to Iowa.  More information is needed before we can offer the opportunity to be a Play Coach to other people.  We definitely want to align with the standards and be approved by DHS.
Department of Ed is planning a play initiative.  Tom Rendon has expressed interest in being on the Play Committee.  Suzie Guest who is Nancy Duey’s  replacement will also be asked to join the committee.
At the next meeting the committee will work on what the credential will look like.  The committee will also discuss the Play sessions at the conference.  Next meeting date, October 15 from 9:30 -11:30.
