You are invited to celebrate your profession and your passion, and play with us in October!
....from Barb Merrill, Iowa AEYC Executive Director and T.E.A.C.H. Program Manager

We would like to suggest you take a few days in October and celebrate your commitment to this profession with us by registering for and attending the Iowa Association for the Education of Young Children annual conference, "Early Childhood: Our Profession, Our Passion, Our Play".   On October 15-16 over 700 early childhood professionals in many different roles from across the state will gather at the Des Moines Airport Holiday Inn to hear two exceptional keynote speakers, choose from over 100 workshop options, visit dozens of exhibits, visit centers on tour, sign up for the new child care registry, and network with new friends and old.   We will have our annual Iowa AEYC membership meeting.  There will be a special networking reception just for those of you involved in the T.E.A.C.H. program, with refreshments and gifts.

Luis Hernandez, Early Childhood Education Specialist, from Kentucky will inspire us with "We are family: Refreshing a few key principles in best practices".  On Saturday, Dina Emser, Certified Positive Discipline Associate and Certified Professional Development Coach, from Illinios will help us "Trusting the Fortune Within".

Go to the Iowa AEYC website to find registration materials and details about the workshops, the keynote speakers, and the tours:  www.iowaaeyc.org  

On Thursday, October 14, our partners at the Iowa Head Start Association will offer their fall conference at the same hotel location near the Des Moines airport.  Go to www.iowaheadstart.org for their conference details, and plan to attend all three days if you can!

As a member of Iowa AEYC, you receive a substantial conference discount, as well as eligibility for other scholarships and special events throughout the year.  Check our website for conference scholarship applications.  We hope to award at least a dozen of our members with "free" registrations to attend this fall's conference. 

We know that as members, your commitment to this profession grows every year.  As a professional and a leader in this field, we want you to spend time with others who can learn from your experiences, and we can all encourage each other to be the best we can be, on behalf of Iowa's young children.  I find attending conferences to be a highlight of my professional experience every year, and like many of you, I have attended the Iowa AEYC conference nearly every fall for the past 20+ years. Don't miss it!
See you in October! 

Barb
