
    
 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 

 

Serving and Acting on Behalf of the Early Childhood Profession 

Iowa Association for the Education of Young Children 

 Vol. 27, No. 4 Fall 2011  

Inside 

 
 

Upcoming Events, Page  3 
 

Leadership Fellowship,  

Pages 4-5 

 

Chapter Spotlight, Page  6 

 
Membership , Page 6 

 

Iowa AEYC Member Spotlight, 

Page 7 

 

Iowa AEYC Institute 

Reflections, Pages 8-13 

 

IHSA Institute Reflections, 

Pages 14-15 

 

2012 Public Policy Priorities, 

Page 16ð17 

 

NAEYC Accredited Programs 

Page  17 

 

Governing Board, Page 18  

 

ECI Parent Summit,  

Pages 19-20 

 

From the President, Page 21 
 

From the Executive  

Director, Page 22-23 
 

Higher Education, Page 24 

 

CDA, Pages 25-27 

 

Degrees and Credentials,  

Page 28 

 

Iowa Community Colleges, 
Page 29 

 

Whatôs After an Associate 

Degree, Page 30 

 

T.E.A.C.H., Pages 31-32 
 

 

 

Iowa Receives NAEYC Innovation Grant 
 

Dictionary.com says that innovation is something new or different introduced; the act of 

innovating; introduction of new things or methods.  While attending the Iowa AEYC 

Institute in October, NAEYC Governing Board President Stephanie Fanjul from North 

Carolina announced that Iowa Association for the Education of Young Children was one of 

five states to have been awarded a $5,000 innovation grant from the National Association 

for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC).    We will innovate by identifying 

strategies to support members, build strong chapters, and develop leadership.   The grant is 

designed to strengthen linkages between members and the community, and to build the 

next generation of leaders in early childhood education. 

 

The grant was awarded by the Innovation Grant Review Panel, a group developed by the 

NAEYC Affiliate Council and Affiliate and Member Relations Department. The Affiliate 

Council is an advisory body providing leadership and guidance to further strengthen the 

capacity of the NAEYC Affiliate Network. Other State Affiliates who were awarded grants 

were Kentucky, New Mexico, Pennsylvania, and South Dakota.  

These grants were created to help NAEYC Affiliates maintain influence and engagement 

with members, early childhood professionals, and other networks within their state and 

local communities. This yearôs grant was the second in a series of grants developed by the 

Affiliate Council.  Susan Gray of Iowa City, the Governing Board President of Iowa 

AEYC, said, ñWe are so grateful to NAEYC for selecting us!  We plan to use the funding 

to identify emerging early childhood leadership across the state, hold focus groups in many 

of our fourteen local-area chapters, and we will continue to work to strengthen Iowaôs early 

care and education systemò.  

 

ñThis grant will help ensure that Iowa AEYC has the resources needed to build a strong 

network of early childhood education leaders through their local membership,ò said Gwen 

Simmons, Senior Director of Affiliate and Member Relations at NAEYC. ñWe must work 

together to support the next generation of early childhood education leaders, who will work 

toward the NAEYC mission of ensuring every child has access to high-quality early 

childhood programs, while also advocating for the right policies and research-based 

practices to support them.ò     

Continued on page 2 

 



 

 

 

Iowa Association for the  

Education of Young Children 

An affiliate of the National Association for the  

Education of Young Children 

5525 Meredith Drive, Suite F 

Des Moines, Iowa 50310 

(515) 331-8000 (800) 469-2392 fax (515) 331-8995 

www.iowaaeyc.org 

Susan Gray, Governing Board President 

Barbara Merrill, Executive Director/T.E.A.C.H. Program Manager 

Rhonda Bancroft, Membership Services Specialist 

Tammy Bormann, Pat Dautremont, Pam Ellis, Jen Feeney,  

Brian Fett-Jones, Ashley Otte, Stacie Steveson, Karen Teel,  

Iowa AEYC/T.E.A.C.H. staff 

 

The Iowa Association for the Education of Young Children Newsletter is published quarterly. Articles published in this newsletter do not 

necessarily reflect the views of Iowa AEYC as a whole, they reflect the opinions of the authors who have written them.  

Volume 27  No. 4 Fall 2011 The theme for this issue of the newsletter is higher 

education.  We welcome your feedback!  

rhonda@iowaaeyc.org.  The theme of our next newsletter 

will be trends and initiatives.  Please submit ideas by 

February 1, 2012. 
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Do we have your correct email address?  

Please update us by sending it to 

rhonda@iowaaeyc.org. 

Continued from page 1 

 

What will we do, and how can you get involved?  

 

¶ We will identify two to four of our thirteen chapters and one local affiliate across the 

state to support with membership outreach and special activities.  Let us know if your 

group is interested! 

 

¶ Watch for an opportunity to join a focus group, sponsored by your local chapter, and 

share your thoughts about leadership, professionalism, membership and involvement.   

One was recently held in Iowa City, at least four to five others will be scheduled 

across the state. 

 

¶ Are you a future leader?   We will be looking for eight to ten emerging leaders and 

will offer them the opportunity to attend 2012 Iowa AEYC Institute and 2012 Spring 

Leadership at no charge, meeting with each other, and developing leadership skills.  

We hope they will become active in Iowa AEYC or your local chapter. 

 

Questions or thoughts?  Let us know!  We need your suggestions and involvement.  

info@iowaaeyc.org. 

Thank you to the Iowa AEYC Governing Board, 

Iowa AEYC Staff and everyone at the Iowa AEYC 

Institute who made the celebration of my 20 years 

with Iowa AEYC so special.   

Rhonda Bancroft 

mailto:info@iowaaeyc.org


 
 

 

 

Upcoming Events 2012 
 

 

§ Iowa AEYC Governing Board Meetings, January 14 (snow date 21), April 28, July 20, October 27; for 

additional information http://www.iowaaeyc.org/about-us.cfm 

 

§ Early Childhood Iowa Congress, February 8 ð 9, Des Moines, IA, for additional information  

http://www.state.ia.us/earlychildhood/ 

 

§ NAEYC Public Policy Forum, February 28 ð 29, Washington, D.C.  
 

§ See How They Grow, Black Hawk Chapter of Iowa AEYC Conference, March 31, for additional 

information contact lisa.orsborn@episervice.org 
 
§ 4Cs and Iowa City Chapter of Iowa AEYC Mini Conference, March 31, for additional information 

deb@iowa4cs.com 
 
§ Week of the Young Child, April 22 ð 28, for additional information http://www.naeyc.org/woyc 
 
§ National Smart Start Conference, April 30 ð May 3, Greensboro, NC, for additional information  

http://www.smartstart.org/conference/ 

 

§ National T.E.A.C.H. Early ChildhoodÈ and Child Care WAGE$È Professional Development 

Symposium May 3 ð 4, for additional information http://www.childcareservices.org/ 
 

§ Iowa AEYC Spring Leadership Training, May 19, Des Moines, IA, for additional information  

http://www.iowaaeyc.org/2012-spring-leadership.cfm 

 

§ NAEYC, National Institute for Early Childhood Professional Development, June 10 ð 13, Indianapolis, 

IN, for additional information http://www.naeyc.org/institute/ 

 

§ Iowa Association for the Education of Young Children Annual Institute, October 12 ð 13,  

Des Moines for additional information info@iowaeyc.org 

 

§ NAEYC Annual Conference & Expo, November 7 ð 10, Atlanta, GA, for additional information 

http://www.naeyc.org/conference/ 
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2011 Iowa AEYC Leadership Fellowship 

The Iowa AEYC Governing Board announces the honorees for our first annual Leadership Fellowships. 

Donna Kennebeck of Des Moines and Sherry Vanderploeg of Altoona were chosen from among the 

candidates.  The selection was made by a committee of board members, based on scoring system developed at 

the July 2010 Board meeting.  Each fellowship is worth nearly $ 5000 for the recipient. Certificates were 

presented to the winners at the 2011 Iowa AEYC Fall Institute.   

 

The goal of the fellowships were to significantly invest in the leadership skills of two of our members, 

growing leadership for our field in the state.  Only active members who had already completed a bachelorsô 

degree were eligible to apply.  The Iowa AEYC Board chose to eliminate some of our smaller scholarship 

options, to allow for this investment, with the hope of truly making a difference in creating and supporting the 

next generation of leaders.   

 

 

Donna Kennebeck ï Project: To develop skills as a coach, and share these skills with other teachers 

 

Donna holds her bachelorsô degree in early childhood education, and is a lead teacher on the infant team at the 

Iowa Health Systems Child Development Center in Des Moines, a NAEYC accredited program.  She 

formerly served on the Iowa AEYC board, including three years as president.  She is a former family child 

care provider, and has done extensive training of providers. Donna currently serves of the Early Childhood 

Iowa State Child Care Advisory Committee. 

 

 She will attend at our cost and for her own learning: 

 

 NAEYC Conference & DAP: Training for Staff Preconference 

 NAEYC Professional Development Institute (coaching, mentoring, consultation  

 sessions) 

 Job shadow DMPS Early Reading First Literacy Coach 

 

 She will provide leadership: 

 

Set up a system for coaching her colleagues at Iowa Health System, including training and 

videotaping 

 Train through Iowa AEYC Chapter on Developmentally Appropriate Practices 

Use skills to mentor college students through her role as intern supervisor and on DMACCôs advisory 

committee 

 

 

Continued on page 5 
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Continued from page 5 

 

 

Sherry Vanderploeg ï Project: To develop skills as an advocate, and share these with other directors 

 

Sherry holds bachelors in education and her early childhood endorsement, and is working on her mastersô 

degree.  She is the director of Church of the Cross preschool in Altoona, and has years of experience as a 

preschool teacher and director, a parent educator, and music teacher.   

 She will attend at our cost and for her own learning: 

 

 Graduate level courses in Government or Public Policy as part of her Viterbo  

 mastersô program 

Graduate level course for NAC credential 

 She will provide leadership: 

 

Develop training in leadership and advocacy for center directors, in particularly how it relates to 

developing partnerships with their local school districts for state voluntary preschool 

Both candidates were offered the opportunity to attend our Fall 2011 and 2012 Institutes, and the 2012 Spring 

Leadership at no cost. They will be expected to present about their projects at the 2012 Fall Institute, through 

newsletter articles, as well as at either the summer or fall 2012 Governing Board meeting.  We hope to engage 

them with our AEYC committees, as a future board member, or with the local chapter as well. 

 

Watch for an opportunity to apply for the 2012 Leadership Fellowships in the spring and summer of 2012. 
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Chapter Spotlight 

Pam Mahoney, Mid-Iowa Chapter Rep 

 

We decided to change the name of our chapter from the Des Moines Chapter to  

Mid-Iowa Chapter of Iowa AEYC to better reflect the geographic area that we represent. 

 

The Mid-Iowa Chapter had a vender table at the State IAEYC Institute on October 14 

& 15, 2011.  We had over 100 participants fill out a Mid-Iowa AEYC Professional 

Development Survey that asked them about what training they would want, time and 

days of the week.  Participants that filled out the survey received an Iowa AEYC lime 

green bag filled with goodies.  The results from the survey will be shared with other 

areas of the state.  We are going to send out the survey via email to the rest of the  

Mid-Iowa membership that were not in attendance at the Institute.  We also 

participated in the fundraising Raffle at the Institute by donating a Fall Basket.   

 

Pam  

Events 2012 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Is Your Membership Expiring? 

 

 

Visit the NAEYC website at  

http://www.naeyc.org/members/member.asp  

today and check on your membership expiration date. 



Iowa AEYC Member Spotlight 
Emily Plank 

As an in-home childcare provider, it is critical to me that I stay current with the larger conversations in early 

childhood circles about what is best for children.  To guarantee that I am providing the highest quality care 

for children requires a constant dialogue with colleagues in professional circles.  Iowa AEYC provides a great 

opportunity to connect on a state and local level with fellow early childhood educators who are working to 

improve the quality of education for children in the early years.    

 

I am passionate about opening the world to the youngest in our society.  The impact made in the early years 

places children on a trajectory that enables all of their later successes.   I want to join my personal and 

immediate impact as I work with the families in my care with larger social action on behalf of children who 

have no voice in the arenas where decisions are being made about their future.  Participating in Iowa AEYC 

has given me that voice.  By teaming up with a network of early childhood educators, I am able to affect 

change on a larger societal scale. 

 

I am involved with the Iowa City chapter of the Iowa AEYC and serve as the vice-chair. 

 

I am a proud early childhood educator and a mama of three wee ones.  I am a native-Californian,  

outdoor-loving, international-traveling, movie-watching, tea-drinking, science and math nerd and I consider 

myself somewhat of a play specialist.   I am passionate about the work I do for children, and strive everyday 

to create wonder and excitement for the crew I spend my days with.  

 

I own and operate Abundant Life Child Development Home.  (web: www.abundantlifechildren.com; blog: 

abundantlifechildren.wordpress.com)  Additionally, I teach workshops and trainings through Child Care 

Resource and Referral.   

Emily  
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Over 750 people 

attended  

Stephanie Fanjul,  

NAEYC Governing Board 

President  

Keynote, Friday,  

October 14  

Reflections from the Iowa AEYC  

Annual Institute  

Partnering for Increasing Quality in Times of Change  
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92 workshops  

Awesome  

Fantastic  

Variety 

Exceptional  

Quality  

Reflections from the Iowa AEYC  

Annual Institute  

Partnering for Increasing Quality in Times of Change  
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Attendees 

enjoying the 

exhibits 

35  

Exhibitors 

Reflections from the Iowa AEYC  

Annual Institute  

Partnering for Increasing Quality in Times of Change  
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Dr. Melanie Felton and her granddaughter Aubrey with her  

Friend of Young Children Award. 

Reflections from the Iowa AEYC  

Annual Institute  

Partnering for Increasing Quality in Times of Change  
 

Iowa AEYC President Susan Gray presents Leadership Fellowship awards to  

Sherry Vanderploeg and Donna Kennebeck. 
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Terri Emberling  

Keynote  

Saturday, October 16  

Reflections from the Iowa AEYC  

Annual Institute  

Partnering for Increasing Quality in Times of Change  
 

Certified Iowa AEYC Play Coaches were recognized 

Front row:  Dianne Casto, Kelly Donnelly 

Back row:  Donna Kennebeck, Amy Gulling, Leann Andre, 

Tammy Bormann, Barb Merrill 

Missing from the photo are Angie Mapes,  

Marie McCohnell-Smith and Jennifer Reynolds. 

The Governing Board surprises 

Rhonda Bancroft with flowers. in 

honor of her 20 years with Iowa 

AEYC. 


